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exquisitely restored. In the mid-seventies he 
produced his first wines, including award win-
ning Petite Syrah, Johannesburg Riesling, and 
Zinfandels. 

Hop Kiln Winery became a Sonoma County 
landmark, and Marty soon became a Sonoma 
County force to be reckoned with. He saw that 
local gravel mining operations were destroying 
the banks and bed of the Russian River, filling 
its aquifer, lowering water tables, blocking off 
tributary mouths, and endangering salmon mi-
gration. Marty then began a long struggle 
against river gravel mining that goes on today. 

Also in the Sixties, Marty became the public 
health director at Sonoma State Hospital and 
Developmental Center, where with his usual 
tenaciousness and energy, he rooted out cor-
ruption, and founded a model program to fight 
hepatitis. In 1999, Marty was honored with a 
Public Health Hero Award from the University 
of California, Berkeley. 

Today Marty Griffin lives with his wife, 
Joyce, in Belvedere in Marin County not far 
from where his environmental battles began. 
In his eighties, he remains active and abreast 
of environmental issues. His work goes on 
through several organizations he founded in-
cluding the Marin County Environmental 
Forum, the Sonoma County Environmental 
Forum, and Russian Riverkeeper (founded as 
Friends of the Russian River). His book, ‘‘Sav-
ing the Marin and Sonoma Coast: the Battles 
for Audubon Canyon Ranch, Point Reyes and 
California’s Russian River’’ is an engaging 
story of the ongoing battles and larger than life 
personalities involved in preserving nature’s 
treasures on the edge of the Bay Area’s 
teaming cities. 

Madam Speaker, it is a book as well worth 
reading as Dr. Griffin’s life is well worth emu-
lating. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, the year 
2007 marks the 10th anniversary of singer, 
musician, actor, composer, humanitarian and 
global citizen John Denver’s passing from this 
planet that he worked so lovingly to protect. 

A man who reached out consistently to help 
those in need; the planet, its creatures, its wa-
ters, its wildernesses and its people, John 
ceaselessly gave of himself in an effort to lift 
all life to its finest and highest potential. 

While his awards, recognitions and achieve-
ments are many, it may be more appropriate 
to remember him as a unique human being 
who was able to touch the hearts and souls of 
people all over the planet. The over 300 songs 
that he recorded during his lifetime expressed 
the longings of the human family for compas-
sion, unity and peace. His vision for all life can 
be best expressed in the lines from one of his 
songs: 

‘‘We are standing all together, face to face 
and arm in arm; we are standing on the 
threshold of a dream. No more hunger, no 
more killing, no more wasting life away; it is 
simply an idea, and I know its time has 
come.’’ 
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the Energy Independence 
and Security Act and the long-overdue meas-
ures it contains—including reasonable in-
creases in CAFE standards—to help our Na-
tion conserve energy and to lower the energy 
costs that weigh so heavily on our citizens. 

I applaud Speaker PELOSI, Chairman OBER-
STAR, and all of the Members who have 
worked on this measure for their foresighted 
leadership on this Act and for their dedication 
to completing the hard work necessary to 
bring this Act to the floor today. 

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation, I will draw 
particular attention to the Short Sea Shipping 
Initiative created in this Act. 

This Initiative will support the expansion of 
short sea shipping—which is simply the alliter-
ative name of shipping voyages between two 
points in the United States or between Can-
ada and the United States. 

At the present time, trucks carry nearly 70 
percent of the freight tonnage transported in 
the United States. By contrast, the most highly 
developed water freight transportation routes 
in the U.S.—those running on the Mississippi 
River, the Great Lakes, and the St. Lawrence 
Seaway—carry just 13 percent of freight ton-
nage in the United States. 

The Short Sea Shipping Initiative seeks to 
make water a mode competitive with roads 
and rails by supporting the development of the 
vessels used in short sea shipping voyages as 
well as of the port and landside infrastructure 
needed to load and unload those vessels. 

Specifically, the Act will make vessels built 
under the Jones Act in the United States eligi-
ble for assistance from the Capital Construc-
tion Fund administered by the United States 
Maritime Administration, MARAD. 

As I know there has been debate on this 
point, I emphasize that MARAD shall exercise 
sole authority to determine issues relating to 
operation of a qualified program vessel in the 
short sea trade. 

We further expect that to ensure this pro-
gram is initiated right away, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall work to revise current reg-
ulations to conform to this legislation while 
also approving Fund contributions and with-
drawals related to eligible short sea shipping 
transportation projects immediately. 

As I close, I want to note that additional 
measures can still be taken to promote the de-
velopment of short sea shipping. Perhaps the 
most important among them is to exempt 
these voyages from the Harbor Maintenance 
Tax. H.R. 1499, which I authored, would 
achieve that exemption and I thank Chairman 
CHARLIE RANGEL for continuing to work with 
me to advance this legislation. 

I again commend Speaker PELOSI, Chair-
man OBERSTAR, and all who have worked so 
diligently to help reduce our dependence on 
foreign and non-renewable energy sources. 

With that, I urge adoption of the Energy 
Independence and Security Act. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of S. 888, Genocide Accountability Act 
of 2007, which ensures that U.S. laws provide 
adequate authority to prosecute acts of geno-
cide. Genocide, despite its being such a hei-
nous and atrocious crime, has taken place too 
frequently, it needs to stop and the perpetra-
tors need to be held accountable for their ac-
tions. This systematic destruction of a group of 
people based on religion, ethnicity or nation-
ality is one of the most horrifying acts that a 
person can imagine. 

Genocidal tendencies can be traced back to 
the Armenian Genocide that occurred more 
than seventy years ago and again during the 
Holocaust. But the end of those conflicts did 
nothing to prevent genocide from being com-
mitted again. Acts of genocide occurred again 
in Cambodia, Bosnia and Rwanda and are 
currently taking place in Darfur. Too many 
have died and continue to die as we stand by 
and watch. It is our job to do whatever is in 
our power to end these conflicts. 

Individuals who have committed acts of 
genocide have been identified as seeking ref-
uge in the United States. The constitution of 
the United States does not allow them to be 
prosecuted here because they are not U.S. 
nationals. The Genocide Accountability Act of 
2007 will give the U.S. the authority to pros-
ecute the perpetrators in the U.S. as opposed 
to just deporting them and not knowing if they 
will ever be held accountable for their actions. 
This bill will assure that justice is served for 
their acts of torture and murder. 

By passing this bill we are contributing to 
the welfare of the world. Genocide affects 
people around the world and not only the di-
rect victims; therefore, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, researchers at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch 
(UTMB) have been responsible for two signifi-
cant medical breakthroughs that have the po-
tential to dramatically improve American health 
care. 

Earlier this year, Dr. Lisa Elferink, an asso-
ciate professor at UTMB’s Cancer Center, led 
a national research team that discovered how 
use of the bacterial pathogen, Listeria 
monocytogenes could help medical research-
ers and practitioners understand the mecha-
nisms by which cancer cells develop. This dis-
covery is a major step in developing success-
ful treatments for a variety of cancers. 

Another team of UTMB researchers, lead by 
Dr. Angela Shepherd, have helped American 
men at risk of osteoporosis by developing the 
Male Osteoporosis Risk Estimation Score 
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